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This is a Response to the Office Action mailed December 1 , 2005 to which a 
response is due by March 1 , 2006. 

Claims 1 -1 7 remain pending in this application. Of these claims, claims 1,4,5, 7, 
10, 11,13 and 16 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 02(e) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 6,605,377 issued to Kimbara et al.; claims 1, 4-7, 10-13, 16 and 17 stand 
rejected under 35 USC §1 02(e) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 6,584,796 issued 
to Itoh etal.; claims 1,4, 5, 7, 10, 1 1, 13 and 16 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 02(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication 2003/01 57386 to Gottmann et al; and claims 
1-3, 7-9 and 13-15 stand rejected under 35 USC §1 03(a) as being unpatentable over 
Kimbara '377 in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,802,875 issued to Kimbara et al. 
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